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REF: A) STATE 104732 

B) LONDON 06783 

C) STATE 106189 

1. IN THE COURSE OF A DISCUSSION MAY 7 WITH N.B. MENON, 

MEA JOINT SECRETARY (NORTHERN DIV) ON OTHER SUBJECTS, 

POL COUNSELOR CASUALLY INQUIRED ABOUT APPARENT DIFFICULTY 
SOME INDIVIDUALS HAD REPORTED IN COMMUNICATING WITH THE 
CHOGYAL IN GANGKOK. MENON RESPONDED THE GOI EXPECTED 
THE RATIFICATION PROCESS OF THE AMENDMENT MAKING SIKKIM 
AN INDIAN STATE TO BE COMPLETED WITHIN THE NEXT WEEK. 

AFTER THAT, THE COMMUNICATION PROBLEM TO WHICH THE POL 
COUNSELOR HAD REFERRED WOULD "CHANGE RADICALLY." MENON 
OBSERVED THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS UNDER EXPLICIT 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO MAINTAIN THE 
FULLEST RESPECT FOR THE CHOGYAL AND HIS FAMILY AND THAT 
THIS INSTRUCTION WAS GIVEN PUBLIC EXPRESSION BY THE RE- 
LEASE OF PORTIONS OF A LETTER FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO 
THE CHOGYAL (NEW DELHI 5516). THE GOI WOULD HAVE NO 
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IF HE WISHED, BUT IF HE WANTED TO LEAVE SIKKIM OR INDIA 
HE WOULD ALSO BE PERMITTED TO DO SO. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE MENON WAS EXTREMELY CIRCUMSPECT, OUR 
IMPRESSION IS THAT THE GOI HAS WISHED TO MINIMIZE PUB- 
LICITY ABOUT SIKKIM AND THE CHOGYAL'S POSITION, AND TO 
CURTAIL INTERVIEWS AND STATEMENTS BY THE CHOGYAL TO AND 
WITH FOREIGN FRIENDS AND NEWSMEN UNTIL THE INTERNAL 
CONSTITUTION PROCESS SETTING A FORMAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE 
NEW SIKKIM STATE HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND THE POWERS OF A 
NEW INDIAN GOVERNOR IN RESPECT TO ESTABLISHING LAW AND 
ORDER HAVE BEEN UNEQUIVOCALLY ACCOMPLISHED. WHILE SAYING 
NOTHING EXPLICIT TO CONFIRM THAT THE CHOGYAL IS UNDER SOME 
FORM OF RESTRICTION OR ISOLATION FROM THE REST OF THE 
WORLD, EVERYTHING THAT MENON SAID IMPLIED THAT THIS WAS 
INDEED THE CASE BUT THAT WOULD SHORTLY BE LIFTED. 

3. WE SEE NO PROBLEM, SHOULD THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVE 
PRIVATE INQUIRIES ABOUT PROBLEMS OF COMMUNICATION WITH 
THE CHOGYAL, IN CONVEYING THE MESSAGE THAT IT IS OUR 
UNDERSTANDING AT THIS TIME THAT THE GOI DOES NOT EXPECT 
THAT THE PRESENT SITUATION SO FAR AS COMMUNICATION WITH 
THE CHOGYAL WILL CONTINUE MUCH LONGER. WE WOULD PREFER, 
HOWEVER, THAT NO FURTHER ELABORATION OF MENON'S REMARKS 
BE CONVEYED OUTSIDE THE USG. 
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